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I.F.2   GLOVES

Skin contact is a potential source of exposure to toxic materials (see
Section I.B.I); it is important that the proper steps be taken to prevent
such contact.

1.  Proper  protective  gloves  (and  other  protective  clothing,  when
necessary) should be worn whenever the potential for contact with
corrosive or toxic materials and materials of unknown toxicity exists.

2.  Gloves should be selected on the basis of the material being handled,
the particular hazard involved, and their suitability for the operation being
conducted.

3.  Before each use,  gloves should be inspected for discoloration,
punctures, and tears.

4.  Before removal, gloves should be washed appropriately. (NOTE: Some
gloves, e.g., leather and polyvinyl alcohol, are water permeable.)

5.  Glove materials are eventually permeated by chemicals. However,
they can be used safely for limited time periods if specific use and glove
characteristics (i.e., thickness and permeation rate and time) are known.
Some of this information can be obtained from glove manufacturers, or the
gloves used can be tested for breakthrough rates and times.

6.  Gloves should be replaced periodically, depending on frequency of
use and permeability to the substance(s) handled. Gloves overtly contami-
nated (if impermeable to water) should be rinsed and then carefully
removed.

Gloves should be worn whenever it is necessary to handle corrosive
materials, rough or sharp-edged objects, very hot or very cold materials, or
whenever protection is needed against accidental exposure to chemicals.
Gloves should not be worn around moving machinery. Many different
types of gloves are commercially available.

1.  Leather gloves may be used for handling broken glassware, for
inserting glass tubes into rubber stoppers, and for similar operations where
protection from chemicals is not needed.

2.  There are various compositions and thicknesses of rubber gloves.
Common glove materials include neoprene, polyvinyl chloride, nitrile, and
butyl and natural rubbers. These materials differ in their resistance to
various substances. [Specific information on this topic is often available
from glove manufacturers' catalogs (although such data are usually only
qualitative); example information is given in Table 3]. Rubber gloves
should be inspected before each use; periodically, an inflation test, in